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Don't let a few radicals get in the way of
free speech — or democracy — in Utah

“Corne now, and let us reason
together.”
— Isaiah 118

emocracy and higher
education. Two parts of

oursociety where peaple
of good will ure supposed
to come together and work out the
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By that stundard, the Utsth
branch of the Party of Linooln per-
formed verypoorlylnst weekend.
Recent confrontations on'the
CHRIS SAMUBLS. - 71e e pno
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versity, meanwhile, should not be at the U. on Aprl 29,
allowed to overshadow this week-
end's commencement festivities,
which mark the manyaccomplish-  just happened tobe wearinga The governor has recently tried
mentsof studentsand of thestate’s  T-shirt fora rival candidate. tosuckup to the party’s right wing
institutions of higher learning. Bytheend of the day, delegates by, for example. abandoning his
‘The popular and not unfounded  representing the far-far-right of WW(&I'IEBTQW
image of the Utah Republican Par-  the party cast most of their votes and attacking di yprograms
tyis that itis thepolitical wingof ~ for candidates from their Donald  in government and academia. But
The Church of Jesus Christof Lat-  Trump — that is, fascist all he has managed to do
ter-day Saints, LDS membersaren  —wing Theyputforward () LT R is mke people wonder
super-majority of the super-majori-  candidstes who are likely, \ l l \\ who the real Spencer Cax
typartyin the state. ance aguin, to be thumped is, whether his cultivated
Butlast Saturday’s state Repub- by more moderate: ¥ nice guy, sensibie ceriter
lican convention was notable for fuls when all Republicans By the Tribune  image wensn't leadership
how little heed party delegates and  — not just the activists Editorial Board 4] st something that
candidates have given to frequent willing to spend a whole left him vulnerable tobe-
admonitions from church leader- day whipping up hatred ingchewed up and spit
ship calling forits members to dis- and anger —get to vote in the June out by the party’s activists.
charge their duty as voters and 25 primary dection. Coxwill'beon the June prima-
citizens, 1y It af just ryballot because. in addition to
Christlike love and civilityin public  how far from democracy the con- subjecting himself'to the invec-
discourse” vention system is. How it attracts tive of the convention, he gathered
Recently the Utah Aren leader- und empowers u true-believing mi enough signuatures to win a slot in
ship of the church urged members nority and pulls it away from the the-primary. There, he will face the

toloak for candidates, “who have
demonstrated integrity, ability and

While that may be the line es-
poused by many Utahns on Sunday,
there was very litthe of that senti-
ment in cvidence at lnst Saturday’s
GOP convention.

 The Utah Republican State

core of moderate voters, Why it i«
arelic of 19th century cromy poli-
tics that Utah should shandon once
and forall

The quote of the day came from
someone who was not purticularly
popularat the GOP's gathering

Gov. Spencer Cox, who wound
up polling only u third of the del-
egites’ votes, tried to burnish his

s 17
hours of confusion, booing, anger
and harsh and vulgarwords aimed
atanyone, including children, who

conser iads in the face

afboos and catealls. He conclnded,

“Maybeyou hate that T don't hate
%

Campus protests lead
to change. It’s how
we got the U. to divest
from South Africa.

e unrest at the Universi-
ty of Utah uround Gaza is
a deeply disturbing sight
Not because of the stu-
dents protesting, but rath-
er the immediate and vio-
lent police reaction to forcibly
shut it down

Whatever you think about sra
eland Puiestine, we can und should

and indeed must debate these is-

sues fully — and in public. That
debate in the public square is the
foundational

I bedrock an which our

republic rests,
And if there's any place in our

chaice of nearly two-thirds of the
convenition delegates, state Rep.
Phil Lyman. for the Republican
line-on the Novemberballot.

A place where democracy still
has u chance.

Students have a right to
speak out, not disrupt
Things ulso got « little tense
last week on the University of
Utah campus.
There, a tent city of dem-
onstrators who oppose Israel's

TOM PRICE

society where ident vorces
should clash, it's on our campus-
es. That is theirvery purpose — to
allow ideas and identities to bump
agninst each other. to challenge our
accepted beliefs

[ should know: In early 1986, 1
was part of a group of students
that built and occupied shanties

attacks on Palestinians in Gaza
‘was swept aside by more than
100 area palice officers in riot
gear.

Such encampments are il-
Jegal in the city and against U.
policy — though such gather-
ings are winked at when they
involve football games. And it
‘was more than Jisturbing to
see that at least one demonstra-
tor was carrying a hatchet.

Demonstrations opposing
war and racism have been part
of campus life in the United
States for muny years, back to
the anti-war movement of the
1960s and later efforts oppos-
ing the Apartheid government
in South Africa.

As long as such gatherings
are peaceful, so long as they
don't block the ability of other
students o go to class or par-
ticipate in other campus activi-
ties, they surely have a place.

But, s 14 of the 19 peaple ar-
rested at the U. when police
moved in Monday night were
neither students nor staff at
tht school, there is also reason
to worry that — like the Utah
Republican convention — such
expressions of free speech can
be infiltrated and captured by
& few radicals bent on causing
mayhem

A university should be a
place where people learn how
to properly protest and express
avariety of views without vio-
lence or stoking division. How
to, in the words of the First
Amendment. “peacenbly 10 as-
semble, und to petition the
Government for a redress of
grievances.”

Educators should do their
best to guide that learning pro
cess, not preemptively shut it
down. And those who wish to
protest should understand that
First Amendment rights ure
not without their limits, and
that reul civil disobedience in-
volves the willingness to ac-
cept the consequences of ille-
#ul acts

at the U. over 18 months, protest-
ing apartheid in South Africa and
demanding divestment from com-
panies. The shanties were ugly. an-
noying, in your face — which was
precisely the point, to bring to life
something we students were con-
nected tohalf s world away

ion was fierce — we were
firebambed by students who dis-
agreed with our expression, and
they weren't the only oncs.

After six months, administra-
tors moved to forcibly evict the
protestors. So we sued in feder-
al court, urguing that » structure
was o form of free speech. And in
a groundbreaking decision, a fed-
eral court agreed and ordered we
be allowed to continoe ourprotest.
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